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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

* 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Paraskevakos (U.S. patent 7,006,664 B2, will be further referred to as Par.). 

Regarding claims 1, 22: Par. discloses a currency bill scanning device (fig. 
4 element 33 and col. 2 lines 9-25), comprising: 

a receptacle for holding currency bills (fig. 2 elements 25-29, wherein 
some if not all of these machines have at least one receptacle to put money into); 

means for obtaining an identifier for a transaction involving one or more 
of the currency bills (col. 2 lines 30-35, wherein a tag is obtained to identify the 
transaction and track the money. The tag is read as the identifier.); 

an image scanner operable to obtain an image of at least one side of a 

4 

received currency bill and to extract a serial number of the received currency bill 

* 

from the image (col. 2 lines 1 1-25); and 

a processing functionality for creating a data file which links the extracted 
serial numbers for the currency bills involved in the transaction to the identifier for 
the transaction to allow for the involved currency bills to be subsequently traced 
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by serial number to that transaction (col. 2 lines 9-60, wherein the currency is 
processed, i.e. processing functionality, to trace the currency). 

Regarding claims 2, 23: The device wherein the image scanner obtains at 
least a partial image of each currency bill (col. 2 lines 9-25). 

Regarding claims 3, 24: The device wherein the partial image is obtained 
of each side of each currency bill (col. 2 lines 9-25). 

Regarding claims 4, 25: The device wherein the image scanner obtains a 
full image of each currency bill (col. 2 lines 9-25). 

Regarding claims 5, 26: The device wherein the full image is obtained of 
each side of each currency bill (col. 2 lines 9-25). 

Regarding claim 6: The device wherein the means for obtaining the 
identifier comprises a data entry device (col. 2 lines 27-54, it is obvious that in 
order to trace a transaction and/or track the currency the data must be kept in 
memory for this process, i.e. data entered). 

Regarding claim 7: The device wherein the data entry device is a keypad 
(fig. 2 element 19). 

Regarding claim 8: The device wherein the data entry device is a card 
reader (col. 3 lines 1-4, wherein an ATM, automated banking machine, is a 
machine in the method. It is obvious that ATM accepts a customers card and 
enters the data of the customer into memory for record keeping). 

Regarding claim 9: The device wherein the data entry device is a 
biometric scanner (fig. 8 element 96). 
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Regarding claims 10, 27: The device wherein the data file is an image file 
which contains an image of the currency bill tagged with the extracted serial 
number of that currency bill and the identifier of the transaction involving that 
currency bill (col. 2 lines 9-37). 

Regarding claims 1 1 , 28: The device further including a currency bill 
denomination functionality (col. 2 lines 27-28). 

Regarding claims 12, 29: The device wherein the denomination 
functionality is implemented by extracting a bill denomination value from the 
image (col. 2 lines 27-28). 

Regarding claims 13, 30: The device further including a transport 
mechanism adapted to transport the currency bills, one at a time, from the input 
receptacle past the image scanner, to at least one output receptacle (figs. 5 and 
6, the transport carrier). 

Regarding claims 14, 31 : The device wherein the currency bills are 
transported by the transport mechanism with a narrow dimension parallel to a 
direction of transport (figs 5 and 6, wherein the currency is transported.). 

Regarding claims 1 5, 32: Par. does not teach the feature of "wherein the 
at least one output receptacle is a plurality of output receptacles." It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the system to have one or more 
input and/or output receptacles depending on customer requirements. One in the 
art would have been motivated to incorporate multiple receptacles in order to 
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perform multiple transactions of a plurality of customers and to keep the 
documents of each customer separate. 

« 

Regarding claim 16: The device further including a controller adapted to 
control the operation of the device (fig. 2 element 3, wherein the CPU controls 
the process). 

Regarding claims 17, 33: The device of further including a memory for 
storing the serial number and transaction identifier data (col. 2 lines 27-37). 

Regarding claims 18, 34: The device further comprising an interface 
through which the data file is communicated from the device to a computer (fig. 2 
wherein the information/data is communicated with a computer) 

Regarding claim 19: The device wherein the image scanner extracts a 
denomination of the currency bill for storage in the data file col. 2 lines 27-37). 

Regarding claims 20, 35: The device wherein the image scanner extracts 
a Federal Reserve Bank number of the currency bill for storage in the data file 
(col. 2 lines 27-54). 

Regarding claims 21 , 36: The device wherein the image scanner extracts 
a signatory on the currency bill for storage in the data file (col. 2 lines 27-54). 

Regarding claims 37-56: Theses claims are rejected for reasons in claims 
1-36, respectively, since these claims are broader versions of these claims. 
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Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. 

Haycock (U.S. patent 6,065,672) for a currency distribution center. 
Kayani et al. (U.S. patent 5,917,930) for a currency stacking processing 
system. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Anand Bhatnagar whose telephone number is 
571-272-7416. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 571-272-7429. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 

» 

* 

assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 

* 

for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




— *VIKKRAM BALI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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